Switchgrass-  a native, perennial, warm-season, sod-forming tall grass with vigorous roots, which reproduces from underground stems and seed.  This grass is found growing throughout the bluestem belt of the eastern and central Great Plains and on certain prairie sites in other parts of the United States.  Switchgrass is best adapted to lower areas of moist soils, but is winter-hardy and drouth-resistant, thus found growing under a wide range of soils and climatic conditions.  Switchgrass is very nutritious and readily eaten by all classes of livestock, either as green forage or in prairie hay.  It is usually seeded in mixtures with bluestems, Indiangrass and sideoats grama.  Best seedling stands have been obtained where plantings were made on a clean, firm well-prepared seedbed.  Two distinct strains are recognized -- the upland and the bottomland.  The bottomland strain has a much coarser stem and is from 1 to 3 feet taller than the upland strain and is less desirable for grazing and hay.  Blackwell, a new and improved variety, yields excellent forage and shows considerable resistance to stem rust, a disease that is injurious to most native switchgrass plants.

