Showy Partidgepea - is a native, warm-season, annual legume that reproduces by seed.  Showy Partridgepea is common on sandy loam soils of the central and eastern United States from Massachusetts to Florida west to South Dakota and New Mexico.  It normally grows in dense stands on old fields or disturbed areas but occurs as scattered plants where the grass stand is open enough for invasion.  This annual legume is nutritious and readily eaten by livestock, but because it is a summer annual it is seldom present on well managed ranges.  However, it is used in the southeast as a soil builder on cropland and for wildlife food.  In Georgia and Florida it is considered an important honey plant, often occurring on areas where few other plants are found and provides nectar in late midsummer before autumn flowers bloom.   When ripe the pods split open with explosive force, throwing the seed several feet from the plant.  This legume offers possibilities for cropland improvement, wildlife food and cover.

