Reed Canarygrass - is a coarse, sod-forming, cool-season grass which grows 2 to 8 feet in height.  It reproduces by seed and spreads vegetatively by stout, creeping rootstocks.  In thin or volunteer stands, this grass grows in clumps or bunches 2 to 3 feet across.  Reed Canarygrass is native to the temperate regions of  Europe, Asia, and North America.  It was first recognized as a good forage plant in Sweden in 1749; much of the seed used to establish stands elsewhere was introduced from that country.  It makes its best growth on fertile and moist or wet soils and is one of the best grasses for sloughs, pond banks, and swamplands of a muck or peat nature.    Although this grass grows best on moist, cool sites, it makes excellent growth on upland soils.  Soil tests should be taken to determine plant food requirements; it responds readily to lime and fertilizer applications.   Considered primarily as a pasture plant, reed canarygrass also is used for silage, hay, and in waterways.  It is one of the earliest grasses to begin growth in the spring and produces large yields of  nutritious, palatable forage.  Reed canarygrass will not survive under conditions of extremely close grazing; however, it should be mowed or grazed sufficiently to prevent excessive growth that is sometimes tough and unpalatable.

