Redtop - is a long-lived perennial grass which grows to a height of   3 feet.  Its root system is made up of shallow, vigorous rootstalks - 2 to 6 inches long - that form a loose, coarse turf.  It has a creeping habit of growth which enables an isolated plant to spread vegetatively to a diameter of 3 feet.  A native of  the Old World, it is found growing over most of Europe, Asia, and the western parts of Africa.  The first record of its cultivation in the United States was in 1807.   No other grass is adapted to such a wide range of climatic and soil conditions.  It is one of the best wetland tame grasses.  It will  remain under water for short periods without damage, yet it adapts to dry conditions on acid or alkaline soils.  It is used in pasture mixture, under humid conditions, as a soil binder along waterways and as a winter lawn grass in the southeast.  Redtop ranks among the lowest of the standard northern pasture grasses in palatability; however, it is valued in pasture mixtures.

