Orchardgrass - Orchardgrass is a tall-growing, high yielding perennial bunchgrass.  It makes more summer growth than the other cool-season grasses.  Orghardgrass is an excellent pasture grass because of its persistent summer growth.  It is presently being used in many summer pastures.   Orchardgrass also persists well with alfalfa, better than other grasses under an intensive system of cutting.  It is especially compatible in combination with the "Flemish" type alfalfas for hay production.  Orchardgrass is easily established during the spring and August seeding periods.  Seedings made in the fall   at the time sowing winter grains are seldom successful.  Orchardgrass is an early maturing grass.  It becomes more coarse and unpalatable at maturity, thus proper timing of harvest is of great importance in  in orchardgrass management.   Orchardgrass should be harvested  as seed heads begin to  emerge in boot state in order to harvest a quality, digestible product.  HARVEST - varieties which are later maturing, leafier and finer stemmed than the "common type" orchardgrass have been developed in recent years.  These later maturing varieties of orchardgrass are compatible with the "Flemish" type alfalfas  and are recommended for the production of quality forage.  
