Lespedeza -  is a slender, much-branched, leafy, summer annual legume which grows to a height of 4 to 24 inches.  The genus Lespedeza includes about 125 species; of these, only two are annuals-- common (striate) and Korean.   KOREAN LESPEDEZA is a larger, coarser, earlier maturing plant; it has broader and larger stipules (bracts) at the base of the leaves than common lespedeza.  At maturity, the leaves of Korean turn forward so that the tips of the branches resemble small cones.  Lespedeza was introduced into the United States from Japan in 1846;   Korean lespedeza was introduced in 1919 from Korea.  The annual lespedezas are well adapted to the eastern half of the  United States.  They are of major importance as a crop for midsummer and late summer grazing, for soil improvement, and for hay and seed.  Lespedeza will grow on most types of soil, it responds to lime and fertilizer applications.  The introduction of  Korean and KOBE --a variety of common-- and the development of varieties of  Korean have extended the lespedeza region north and west. SERICEA LESPEDEZA, L. CUNEATA a vigorous growing, branching perennial of commercial importance, is used as a forage crop in the south central part of the lespedeza area.

