Hairy Vetch - Hairy Vetch is of European origin; is a winter annual primarily used as a green manure crop and as   soil cover.  It should be seeded at 40-50 pounds per acre during the summer or fall months; late June or early July are the preferred months.  Hairy vetch makes some growth during the late summer and the fall, lives through winter, and makes a vigorous spring growth.  The second-year growth of hairy vetch can be utilized as livestock feed.  It is palatable as pasture, or can be harvested as hay or silage.   Yields are much lower than those of other common forage legumes.  If the intent is to maintain the stand of hairy vetch, it must be permitted to mature seed.   The plant has a high percentage of hard seeds which will volunteer for many years.   Stands of vetch frequently are damaged over winter by diseases.  Hairy vetch is used for cover crop in tobacco fields. 

