Eastern Gamma Grass -  is a native, warm-season, perennial, tall grass that grows in large clumps from 1 to 4 feet in diameter.  It spreads by thick (1/2 to 1 inch) knotty, short jointed rhizomes and produces seed from July to September on stems 3 to 9 feet tall.  This "granddad"  of the grasses is found throughout the eastern half of the United States and extends west on favorable sites to Colorado.  It grows on a variety of soils in low areas where additional run-in water and deeper soils favor its development.  This grass grows in pure stands in lowlands where it is usually bordered on one side by sloughgrass and on the other side by switchgrass.  On wet, deep prairie meadows it is associated with big bluestem.   Eastern gammagrass is palatable, nutritious and readily eaten by all classes of livestock.  Cattle particularly like this grass and it has been killed out by close grazing on most ranges.  This tall, leafy grass produces a tremendous volume of   forage and is probably our most productive hay grass.  The addition of nitrogen fertilizer will increase forage production on the good sites.  

