Birdsfoot Trefoil - is a leafy, fine-stemmed, warm-season, perennial legume.  Its upper right or spreading stems, 20 to 40 inches in length, grow from a single crown.  The slender, spreading pods, about an inch long resemble several toes of a bird's foot.  This has given rise to the common name.   As the pods mature and become dry, they split and the halves twist to scatter the greenish-brown seeds.  Birdsfoot Trefoil is native to the Old World.  The date of its introduction into the United States is not known, but within the last century it has attracted considerable attention.  Birdsfoot Trefoil will grow under a variety of soil conditions; it is drouth resistant and salt tolerant.  As with other legumes, this plant will produce optimum yields on fertile soils.  This legume is used for pasture, hay, and as a soil conserving plant.  It is well suited to use as a permanent pasture legume both alone or in mixtures and produces nutritious, palatable forage.  Birdsfoot Trefoil is of special value because it produces succulent non-bloating forage in late summer and will grow in situations where alfalfa and clovers cannot be grown to advantage.            

